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Matthew 17:1-9 ESV 
1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. 
If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He 
was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 
Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no 
one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

Main Idea: The greatest glory of man is being accepted by and delighted in by God. 
1. Old Testament GLORY Vs. New Testament GLORY 
2. Our GLORY is found in God’s acceptance. 

1. Old Testament GLORY Vs. New Testament GLORY 
Echoes of Glory: 

A. SIX DAYS: Vs. 1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 

i. Exodus 24:16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six 
days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

B. FACE LIKE THE SUN: Vs. 2 And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

ii. Exodus 34:29-30 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai… Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 Aaron and 
all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they 
were afraid to come near him. 

iii. Revelation 1:16  In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 

C. MOSES AND ELIJAH Vs. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 

i. Moses and Elijah reflect the Law and the Prophets 
a. Hebrews 1:1-3 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.  



2. Our GLORY is found only in God’s acceptance: Vs. 5 He was still speaking when, behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”  

• Humans carry a persistent longing that nothing in this world fully satisfies. 
• That longing is not misplaced—it is a clue pointing beyond this world. 
• What we actually desire is not merely heaven as a place, but God’s approval. 
• The ultimate glory is to be noticed, known, and welcomed by God Himself. 

Practical Takeaways: 
1. Relate to God as an accepting and loving Father. 
2. Stop practicing image management. 

The real longing is to hear God say,  
“Well done… come further up, come further in.” 

 – C.S.Lewis 

Hebrews 3:3-6  
For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder 

of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to 
the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we 

are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 

2 Corinthians 3:7-11  
7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites 

could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end,  
8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of 

condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  
10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory 

that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory,  
much more will what is permanent have glory.

Glory, for C.S. Lewis, is not brightness or fame, but acceptance—the soul’s desire to be 
known and approved by God, finally satisfied when we stand before Him and are welcomed.


