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Exodus 33:18-23 
 

18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my 
goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 
20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And 
the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 

and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my 

back, but my face shall not be seen.” 

BIG IDEA: God’s glory is His manifested presence—and in Christ, it is no longer distant 
to behold, but a life we are invited to participate in. 

KEY WORD: Glory (Hebrew: kābôd | Greek: doxa)/   338x’s OT 143 NT 

● Kābôd (כָּבוֹד) = weight, heaviness, substance 
 → Glory is the weightiness of God’s presence 

● Doxa (δόξα) = radiance, honor, revealed splendor 
 → Glory is the visible expression of who God is 

Translation: Glory is the weight of who God is made visible. 

1. Glory is revealed in the OT 
2. Glory is made known in Jesus 
3. Glory is participated in after the cross 

1. Glory is revealed in the OT: Moses asks: Vs. 18  “Please show me your glory.”  

God responds: “I will make all my goodness pass before you…” (33:19) 

Glory = God’s nature and character on display 

Historical Insight 

● In the wilderness, glory appears as: 
○ Cloud by day, fire by night (Exod 13:21) 
○ Filling the tabernacle (Exod 40:34) 



● The Hebrew mind saw glory as localized presence—God “dwelling” among His 
people. 

Restricted Access: 

● Only Moses → partial glimpse 
● Only priests → mediated access 
● Only once a year → Holy of Holies 

2. Glory is made known in Jesus John 1:14 The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. 

● “Dwelt” = eskēnōsen → “tabernacled” Jesus is the new tabernacle of glory 
● Moses saw God’s back 
● We see God’s face in Christ (2 Cor 4:6) 

3. Glory is participated in after the cross. 2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. 

● You become what you behold. 

Practical Takeaway 

● Become aware of His glory around you. 
○ Romans 1:20 (ESV) “For his invisible attributes… have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made.” 

○ Isaiah 6:3 (ESV) “The whole earth is full of his glory!” 
● Stop chasing glory—start hosting it. Ask, “Where is God’s presence increasing 

in me?” 

 
Small Group Discussion Questions:  

1. Where have you been “chasing glory” instead of recognizing God’s presence 
already at work around you? 

2. In Exodus 33, God reveals His glory as His character—how does that reshape 
what you think glory actually is? 

3. What does it mean practically that Moses saw only a glimpse, but in Jesus we 
see the fullness of God’s glory? 

 In the OT, glory was real—but rare, restricted, and risky.



4. “You become what you behold”—what are you consistently looking at, and how is 
it shaping who you are becoming? 

5. What would it look like this week to stop striving for recognition and start hosting 
God’s presence in your daily life?
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